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Executive Summary 
 
Brown’s Copse is a small, attractive mature broad-leaved wood supporting a number of 
ancient woodland indicators and features of interest that would suggest the woodland has 
been established for at least a few centuries. Whether it is truly ancient is difficult to 
determine with certainty but its setting combined with the history of the area would 
suggest that it was probably established sometime in the 17th or 18th Century.  Historic 
mapping and the evidence of the wood banks around the perimeter of the wood suggest 
Brown’s Copse has always been a small, isolated woodland that has clearly been managed 
and used for the provision of coppicing materials.  
 
Currently, the greatest threat to the condition of the wood is due to natural factors, notably 
disease, deer browse as well as the effects of climate change (increased storm events, 
pests & diseases). Ash-die back is evident throughout the wood and as over 50% of the 
canopy is made up of ash this could have a significant effect on the structure of the wood 
in the near future. Continuing woodland management, particularly rotational coppicing of 
hazel and ash will be important to retain the bluebell interest. 

The wood has clearly been used by the local community for many years with two clear 
informal pathways through the wood and evidence of human activity scattered throughout 
the wood. Although unsightly, the nature of the litter is unlikely to be significantly 
impacting the ecological interest of the wood, with the exception of the garden waste 
dumped at the northern edge. 
 
Development adjacent to a wood often poses a risk of decline but in this instance, there is 
good scope to mitigate impacts through the design process and enhance the protection of 
the wood while at the same time providing benefits for the local community as part of the 
planning & development process. 
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BROWN’S COPSE, MIDDLE WINTERSLOW – WOODLAND ASSESSMENT 
	
1. Introduction & Background 
	
This report has been prepared by Corylus Environmental Ltd to inform PrimeTower Properties about 
the character and features associated with Brown’s Copse (SU240327), which is a small woodland 
(~2.3 ha) lying in close proximity to potential residential development land to the south west of 
Middleton Road in Middle Winterslow, Wiltshire (Figure 1).  Brown’s Copse it is not formally 
designated as ancient woodland on the England Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) but it supports 
a number of ancient woodland indicators and historic maps show woodland on the site in the 
1800’s. It is also classified as priority broadleaved woodland habitat and is designated as a County 
Wildlife Site. Brown’s Copse has also recently been registered as a Village Green. 

In the UK only 12% of the landscape is native woodland, and of that only 19% is classified as 
ancient woodland (woodland that has been in existence since at least 1600AD). The AWI estimates 
the extent of ancient woodland in Wiltshire to be 12,714ha - 53% of the woodland in the county or 
3.7% of Wiltshire’s total area. This indicates that just under half of the total woodland cover is 
secondary – either plantation or naturally regenerated woodland on formerly non-wooded sites 
(Wiltshire BAP, 2008).  

The amount�of woodland in the UK has been in decline for centuries and the woods that remain are 
often small and isolated from other woodland. The impacts on woodland from development are not 
always clear as they tend to be insidious and cumulative rather than one-off catastrophic events. 
Therefore, it is important to understand the character and context of the woodland from the outset 
of the design process in order to recognise potential impacts and factor in maximum protection to 
the woodland and minimise the risk of woodland degradation through careful and thoughtful 
design.  In order to address this issue, this report sets out the key finding of a baseline woodland 
assessment carried out to: 

 
• Identify the key features, character and condition of Brown’s Copse 

 
• Highlight existing threats including disease, deer browse, recreational pressures, invasive 

species and woodland management issues 
 

• Identify potential issues associated with any future development that need to be considered 
as part of the design concept 

 
• Highlight legislation & policies that are relevant to the protection of woodland sites in 

relation to development 
 

• Suggest mitigation measures or enhancement opportunities that could be incorporated into 
the design concept to minimise impact to the woodland or help improve or safeguard the 
woodland condition 

 
A set of maps/figures and photographs showing key features are included at the end of this report. 
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2. Methodology 
	
A detailed baseline survey of Brown’s Copse has been carried out using both desk-based 
assessment and field survey following the methodology, “Ancient Woodland  
Restoration: Survey and assessment of ancient woodland sites” (Woodland Trust, November 2018).   
 
In order to determine the history and existing background information about Brown’s Copse the 
following sources were consulted: 
 

• England Ancient Woodland Inventory 
• Ancient Tree Inventory 
• Wood pasture and parkland inventory 
• Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre  
• Historic Ordnance Survey Maps 
• Tithe Maps 
• Aerial photographs - (Ordnance Survey, Bing, Google Earth) 
• LIDAR Images – Digital Terrain Model & Surface Terrain Models  
• Magic (DEFRA) 
• Wiltshire Core Strategy 
• Winterslow Parish Council – Village Design Statement 

 
PrimeTower also provided access to the following reports to assist in the understanding of the 
recent site history and issues: 
 

• Wiltshire Council Southern Area Planning Committee 30 April 2015 – Commons Act 2006- 
Section 15 (1) and (3) Application to Register Land as a Town or Village Green – The 
Common/Browns Copse Field/ Bluebell Wood/Village Hall Field/The Field, Winterslow 

 
• Application (Ref:2012/5) by Winterslow opposed to over development (Wood) under Section 

15 of the Commons Act 2006 to register land known as the Common/ Browns Copse Field/ 
Bluebell Wood/Village Hall Field/The Field, Winterslow as a Town or Village Green 

 
• Lindsay Carrington Ecological Services, Ecological Appraisal - Land Off Middleton Road, 

Winterslow, Wiltshire�SP5 1PQ, November 2016, July 2017,�June 2019, Updated October 
2019 on behalf of PRIMETOWER 

 
• AC Archaeology, Land At Middleton Road, Middle Winterslow, Wiltshire, Historic Environment 

Assessment Centred on NGR 424069, 132851  
 

• The Planning Inspectorate, Appeal Ref: APP/Y3940/W/19/3227188 Appeal Decision Site visit 
made on 27 August 2019 by S. Rennie BSc (Hons), BA (Hons), MA, MRTPI an Inspector 
appointed by the Secretary of State�Decision date: 30 October 2019  

 
An initial site walk over was conducted 30th July, 2020 to gain an understanding of the general 
character of the woodland and its setting in the wider landscape and ecological connectivity with 
surrounding habitats. A more detailed site survey was undertaken on 13th October, 2020 to assess 
the woodland components that stand out in the autumn when the ground layer has died back – 
notably tree & shrub layer species, deadwood, heritage features and human impacts. 
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Five detailed stops (at random pre-allocated locations to remove surveyor bias) were made to 
record the existing woodland condition in more detail - i.e. overall structure, tree age, species 
composition, shrub character, levels of tree & shrub regeneration, flora characteristics, deadwood, 
animal damage, presence of non-native invasive species, tree health, and human impacts.  
 
Woodland mensuration data was also collected through relascope sweeps and tree height and 
diameter breast height (dbh) measurements to help estimate tree age and tree species composition 
in accordance with the methodologies set out in Forest Mensuration – A handbook for practitioners 
(Forestry Commission 2006). 
 
Brown’s Copse is already designated as a Village Green so to help establish the existing baseline the 
whole wood was walked in a grid pattern to record signs of human activity (e.g. litter, development 
of informal paths/desire lines, graffiti etc.) and to record any additional features of note.  The 
location of features was recorded on a hand-held GPS with a receiver suitable for use under a 
woodland canopy.  
 
A further site visit will be carried out in Spring 2021 to further evaluate and confirm the woodland 
ground flora as ancient woodland indicators and other woodland generalist species are more 
prominent as this time of year. However, for the purposes of this interim report, existing records 
including previous ecological surveys give a good indication of the species likely to be found during 
the spring site visit and the sensitivities that need to be considered as part of the design concept. 
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3. Characteristics of Brown’s Copse 
	
3.1 History  
	
Brown’s Copse is often described as ancient woodland although it not recorded as such on the 
England Woodland Inventory (AWI) as either Ancient Semi-natural woodland (ASNW) or Plantation 
Ancient Woodland (PAWS).  In England, ancient woodland is defined as any area that has been 
wooded continuously since at least 1600 AD. Certainly, Brown’s Copse was shown on the 1773 
Andrew’s and Dury map of Wiltshire as an isolated woodland. It is also recorded as wooded on the 
1840 Tithe Map and its extent which was defined as Plot No 118 follows a similar boundary to that 
on the ground today.  The wood, Plot No 118, was apportioned to Robert Haydon under the 
ownership of St John’s College, Oxford.  In 1840, the wood was surrounded by arable land much as 
it is today.   
 
Originally the Parish of Winterlow was separated into three manors based on West, East and Middle 
Winterslow. The three settlements of West Winterslow, Middle Winterslow and East Winterslow 
were collectively named in the Domesday Book in 1086 as Wintreslei, meaning "Winter's mound or 
burial place".  
 
In Middle Winterslow, or Middleton, as it was earlier named was the smallest of the three manors.  
The Domesday Book records details of land holdings whose location is likely to have been here: 
Some 450-550 acres of ploughland, with an approximate population of 15-25 people, were held by 
Ulward, one of the King's thanes. There was also woodland 3 furlongs long and 1 furlong wide. The 
value of the holdings was 20 shillings. Four peasants ("rustici") also held land.  
 
In the 16th and 17th centuries successive members of the Thistlethwayte family held Middle 
Winterslow until the Rev. Charles Woodruffe, widower of Elizabeth Thistlethwayte, left the manor 
and farm in 1727 to St. John's College. The will required that the College use the income from the 
estate firstly "[to] augment all Small Livings which are in the Patronage and gift of the said 
College". Once a minimum income of £400 had been achieved for all College livings by means of 
grants sought from Queen Anne's Bounty matched by income from the Winterslow Estate, then the 
College should use the income to purchase further advowsons.1 
 
Irrespective of whether woodland existed on the current site in 1600 and is truly ancient according 
to the definition of ancient woodland, Brown’s Copse has clearly been in existence since at least the 
18th century and from evidence on the ground has been managed woodland over the last few 
centuries.  Figure 2 shows extracts from historic maps featuring Brown’s Copse. 

 

																																																								
1	Advowson	The	right	of	nomination	or	presentation	to	an	ecclesiastical	benefice.	An	advowson	is	held	by	a	patron,	who	may	he	an	
individual	or	institution,	clerical	or	secular.	The	patron	presents	the	candidate	to	the	appropriate	Bishop	for	institution	and	
induction,	though	the	nomination	may	he	refused.	An	advowson	is	a	form	of	property	which	may	he	bought,	sold	or	given	away	and	
is	subject	to	civil	law.		An	advowson	appendant	is	one	annexed	to	a	manor	or	estate,	an	advowson	in	gross	is	in	the	gift	of	an	
individual."	
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3.2 Conservation Status 

The majority of Brown’s Copse is designated as a Local Wildlife Site (County Importance) by 
Wiltshire County Council. The citation, SU23.016 Brown’s Copse Wildlife Site, provided by Wiltshire 
& Swindon Biological Records Centre (WSBRC), identifies Brown’s Copse as priority habitat lowland 
mixed deciduous woodland which is a recognised as a habitat that can support very diverse plant 
and animal communities and has usually arisen as a result of traditional, extensive management 
applied over very many years.  The citation notes the presence of 17 species considered to be 
indicators of high-quality ancient woodland. 

Most of the wood, with the exception of a small portion owned by Wiltshire County Council, is 
registered as a Village Green under Section 15(3) of the Commons Act 2006. This registration was 
granted in April, 2015 following a non-statutory public Inquiry in November 2014. 

Figure 3 shows the extent of the designated features. 

3.3 Landscape setting 

Brown’s Copse lies in National Character Area (NCA) 132 – Salisbury Plain and West Wiltshire 
Downs within the parish of Winterslow.  The woodland occupies the moderately gentle north-
easterly facing slope of a dry valley overlooking the eastern side of the village of Middle Winterslow. 
Altitude within the wood ranges from 143m AOD at its western edge to 130m AOD at its southern 
edge.  The underlying soils are categorised as soilscape type 6 which are freely draining slightly 
acid loamy soils overlying chalk. 
 
Brown’s Copse is a small (2.3 ha), isolated woodland surrounded by agricultural land with 
residential development bounding its north-west corner at Highfield Crescent. It is separated from 
the surrounding residential property to the east (beyond Middleton Road) and to the west side of 
the village (Yarmley Lane) by agricultural land. The village hall lies close to its south-eastern corner 
beyond the end of the agricultural field (Figure 4). From historic maps, it would appear that the 
copse has always been isolated and has covered much the same extent as it does today (Figure 2).  
Indeed, the extend may be slightly larger today as comparisons of aerial photographs against 
ordnance survey mapping and evidence on the ground suggest the woodland edge has expanded 
along its northern and eastern edges by approximately 0.5 ha (Figure 5). 

Brown’s Copse is poorly connected to adjacent woodlands with the nearest substantial woods, 
Bentley Wood, Hound Wood, Noad’s Copse and Howe Copse being over 1km away.  Smaller 
plantation and shelter belt woodlands are located within 350m but woodland ecological connectivity 
is generally lacking and restricted to field margins and hedgerows of varying quality and continuity.  
Table 3-2 and Figure 3 show wildlife sites located within 2km of Brown’s Copse. 

3.4 Woodland Structure 

Four distinct sub-compartments can be identified in the wood (Figure 6).  These are areas within a 
woodland that are easily discernible on the ground due to their different character.  The notable 
woodland features associated with the sub-compartments are shown	in	Figure	7.	

Sub-compartment 1a (2.3 ha) 

Sub-compartment 1a comprises the main body of the wood and follows the wood’s historical 
boundaries. The main woodland structure comprises an upper canopy of widely-spaced mature 
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broadleaf standards over hazel coppice. The upper canopy tree species are dominated by ash and 
oak (penduculate) with occasional beech. Tree measurements (diameter breast height & tree 
height) suggest the main components of the upper canopy are around 100 years old assuming a 
yield class of 6 to 8.  A small grove of mature cherry (estimated to be ~ 50 years old) can also be 
found in the north-eastern part of the wood. Field maple, crab apple and mature holly also form a 
small component of the canopy.  The proportion of tree species components is shown in the chart 
below. Mixed age hazel coppice dominates the lower storey/shrub layer throughout the wood with 
scattered hawthorn, holly and elder contributing to the shrub layer. In summer, the ground layer is 
dominated by Dog’s Mercury and Bluebells are a notable feature throughout the wood in the spring. 
A few coarse species such as bracken and bramble are evident but they are occasional or rare in 
coverage. 
 
 

 
 

Several large diameter, character beech trees were noted which have the potential to develop into 
future veterans. These trees appear to have a quite an open grown crown structure suggesting the 
wood was not densely planted at the time of their establishment.  One beech tree in particular 
(SU2363532636) has a diameter breast height (dbh) of 119 cm and therefore could potentially be ~ 
200 years old pollard. Its height of 22m suggests that could have been pollarded around 100 years 
ago. This tree forms a key feature in the woodland and acts as a honeypot for children with the 
ground well trampled below its canopy which hosts remnants of several rope swings and hazel dens 
(Photos 3 & 25).   

Much of the ash appears to have been coppiced over the years with large, veteran coppice stools in 
evidence (Photos 18 & 21). The wood has clearly been worked in recent decades with evidence of 
stumps from a broad leaf thinning and small-scale rotational coppice (Photos 6,7 & 12)         

Although the hazel coppice has regenerated well throughout the wood, regeneration of other tree 

Ash

51% 

Oak

29% 

Beech
5%

Cherry
7%

Field	Maple
5% Other

3%

Tree	Species	Composition	- Upper	Storey	
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species is sparse with little evidence of many young seedlings or saplings at the time of survey. The 
occasional sycamore seedling was noted but there is no significant sycamore invasion into the wood 
despite sycamore being present in nearby hedgerows. Ash regeneration was present in places. 

Levels of standing and fallen deadwood, which is highly valuable ecologically, was generally low and 
mainly comprised fallen branches and twigs of ash affected by Ash dieback or collapsed hazel 
stems.   

The NVC type resembles W8 Fraxinus excelsior – Acer campestre – Mercurialis perennis woodland. 

The remaining three small sub-compartments result from woodland expansion.  

Sub-compartment 1b (0.1 ha) 

This sub-compartment comprises secondary woodland that has infilled the south-east corner of the 
wood beyond the earth bank (Photo 26) demarcating the original woodland boundary and bounded 
by the public footpath and adjacent field. A wayleave for an electricity line runs bisects the sub-
compartment (Photo 4). The main stand is dominated by well-spaced mature ash (+95%) with a 
minor component of oak. The understorey is quite scrubby and is dominated by ivy, blackthorn, 
hazel and bramble, particularly around the wayleave.  

Sub-compartment 1c (0.2 ha) 

Sub-compartment 1c comprises a small piece of ground that was formerly fenced and owned by 
Wiltshire County Council.  The area has become invaded by scrub and is developing into young 
secondary woodland. Much of the original fence separating the land from the main body of Brown’s 
Copse has collapsed. 

Sub-compartment 1d (0.4 ha)  

Sub-compartment 1d is made up of a younger band of secondary woodland primarily comprising 
hazel with hawthorn and a scattered regenerated ash over-storey (<10m) that makes up the 
woodland edge and which has gradually expanded outwards from the main body of the wood. 
Based upon tree height this expansion has probably taken place over the last 20 years. (Photo 5) 

3.5 Key Species & Ancient Woodland Indicators 

The Local Wildlife Site citation for Brown’s notes 17 species considered to be indicators of high-
quality ancient woodland. Key species recorded during site surveys undertaken between 2015 to 
2020 include: 

Ancient Woodland Indicator Species 

Dog’s Mercury (Mercurialis perennis) 
Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina),  
Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa),  
Pignut (Conopodium majus),  
Scaly Male-fern (Dryopteris affinis),  
Wood Spurge (Euphorbia amygdaloides),  
Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria),� 
Wood Millet (Milium effusum),  



	

11	Corylus	Environmental	Ltd	–	November,	2020	
	

Solomon's-seal (Polygonatum multiflorum),  
Wild Cherry (Prunus avium)* (planted)  
Field-rose (Rosa arvensis).  
Woodruff (Galium odoratum) 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scirpa) 
Yellow archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon) 
Wild daffodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissus)* (may be a garden escapee) 
Primrose (Primula vulgaris)  
Field Maple (Acer campestre) 
Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) 
 
Common generalist woodland species 
 
Fern (Pteridophytes sp) 
Wood avens (Geum urbanum) 
Ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea) 
Ground-elder (Aegopodium podagraria) 
Hogweed (Leracleium sphondylium) 
Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) 
Lords & Ladies (Arum maculatum) 
Spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 
Pignut (Conopodium majus) 
Male fern (Dryopteris felix-mas) 
Yorkshire–fog (Holcus lanatus) 
Dead-nettle sp. (Lamium sp.) 
Bedstraw sp. (Galium sp.) 
Meadow-grass (Poa sp.) 
Lesser celandine (Ranunculus ficaria) 
Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) 
Hedge woundwort (Stachys sylvatica) 
Greater stitchwort (Stallaria holostea) 
Common nettle (Urtica dioica) 
Field speedwell (Veronica persica) 
Dog rose (Rosa canina) 
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) 
Hazel (Corylus avellana) 
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) 
Beech (Fagus sylvestris) 
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 
Holly (Illex aquifolium) 
Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum) 
Blackthorn (Prunus spinose) 
Oak (Quercus robur) 
Willow sp (Salix sp) 
Elder (Sambucus nigra) 
 
Unfortunately, no data records appear to have been recorded for fungi or epiphytic lichen species 
which can also be a useful indicator species for ancient woodland although the impression from the 
site surveys is that Brown’s Copse is not rich in lichen interest. 
 
Table 3-1 lists notable species that can be associated with woodland which have been recorded 
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within 2km of Brown’s Copse. Such data is useful in indicating what species are associated with 
similar habitats in the area and is indicative of potential for finding similar species on site or scope 
for species migration should the habitat condition and connectivity be favourable or improve. The 
small size and lack of rides within Brown’s Copse means that it is not ideal for supporting a wide 
range of butterfly species in contrast to nearby sites such as Bentley Wood or Hound Wood. Table 
3-2 lists sites designated for their nature conservation interest within 2km of the site.  The presence 
of similar sites in the locality may give a clue to the habitat potential of a site or provide evidence of 
past habitat fragmentation and opportunity for improving habitat connectivity with high value sites. 
 
Notable species that have been recorded in Brown’s Copse include House Sparrow and several bat 
species have been recorded foraging along the woodland edge and adjacent field off Middleton 
Road including Common pipistrelle, Soprano pipistrelle, Myotis bat, Barbastelle, Natterers, 
Whiskered and Leisler’s Bat.  Harp trapping carried out in the wood in autumn 20162 did not trap 
any bats within the body of the wood and there are no known roosts within the wood. Although the 
trees in the wood are starting to mature and develop features that could attract roosting bats they 
are not yet at a stage to provide highly attractive roost sites. Glow worms, which is a species in 
decline, were also recorded along the woodland edge and hedgerow boundary during the bat 
surveys. Hedgehogs, which are priority species under Section 41 of the NERC Act 2006, are likely to 
be using Brown’s Copse for foraging and commuting. A badger sett is also present in the wood. 
 
The habitat in the wood and surrounding hedgerows is potentially suitable for dormice, but surveys 
undertaken in 2016 and 2019 failed to find any signs of dormice. Despite the presence of a good 
hazel understorey, the size and remoteness of Brown’s Copse and the structure/composition of the 
shrub layer potentially make it sub-optimal for dormice. 
 
 
Table 3-1: Notable species associated with woodland recorded within 2km of Brown’s Copse 
 

Common Name Species Name Proximity to 
Brown's Copse Conservation Status 

Ferns    

Hard-fern Blechnum spicant Within 2km County 

Frog Orchid Coeloglossum viride Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

White Helleborine Cephalanthera damasonium Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Narrow-lipped Helleborine Epipactis leptochila Within 2km NS-excludes, RLGB.DD 

Bird's-nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Greater Butterfly-orchid Platanthera chlorantha Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Fly Orchid Ophrys insectifera Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Butcher's-broom Ruscus aculeatus Within 1km HSD5 

Great Wood-rush Luzula sylvatica Within 2km County 

Tawny Sedge Carex hostiana Within 2km County 

Pale Sedge Carex pallescens Within 2km County 

Stinking Hellebore Helleborus foetidus Within 2km NS-excludes 

Small-flowered Sweet-briar Rosa micrantha Within 2km County 

Sweet-briar Rosa rubiginosa Within 2km County 

																																																								
2	Ecological	Appraisal	of	Land	off	Middleton	Road,	Winterslow,	October	2019,	Lindsay	Carrington	Ecological	Services	Ltd	
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Common Name Species Name Proximity to 
Brown's Copse Conservation Status 

Short-styled Field-rose Rosa stylosa Within 1km County 

Bastard Balm Melittis melissophyllum Within 2km NS-excludes, RLGB.VU, 
Sect.41, UKBAP 

Basil Thyme Clinopodium acinos Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Round-leaved Mint Mentha suaveolens Within 2km NS-excludes, RLGB.DD 

Wild Liquorice Astragalus glycyphyllos Within 2km County 

Sainfoin Onobrychis viciifolia Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Yellow Bird's-nest Monotropa hypopitys Within 2km RLGB.EN, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Night-flowering Catchfly Silene noctiflora Within 2km RLGB.VU 

Deptford Pink Dianthus armeria Within 2km NS-excludes, RLGB.EN, 
Sect.41, UKBAP, WCA8 

Good-King-Henry Chenopodium bonus-henricus Within 2km RLGB.VU 

Dwarf Spurge Euphorbia exigua Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Broad-leaved Spurge Euphorbia platyphyllos Within 2km County 

Heath Dog-violet Viola canina Within 1km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Wild Pansy Viola tricolor Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum Within 1km County 

Large-leaved Lime Tilia platyphyllos Within 2km NS-excludes 

Bastard-toadflax Thesium humifusum Within 2km NS-excludes 

Deadly Nightshade Atropa belladonna Within 2km County 

Round-headed Rampion Phyteuma orbiculare Within 1km NS-excludes 

Corn Parsley Petroselinum segetum Within 2km County 

Field Gromwell Lithospermum arvense Within 2km RLGB.EN 

Hound's-tongue Cynoglossum officinale Within 1km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Beetles (Coleoptera)    

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Zabrus tenebrioides Within 2km Na 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Licinus depressus Within 2km Nb 

insect - beetle (Coleoptera) Variimorda villosa Within 2km Nb 

Black Oil-beetle Meloe proscarabaeus Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Butterflies    

Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Silver-spotted Skipper Hesperia comma Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Wall Lasiommata megera Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT), Sect.41, 
UKBAP 

Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus pamphilus Within 1km RLGB.Lr(NT), Sect.41, 
UKBAP 

Grayling Hipparchia semele Within 2km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria euphrosyne Within 2km RLGB.EN, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT), Sect.41, 
UKBAP 

High Brown Fritillary Argynnis adippe Within 2km RLGB.CR, Sect.41, UKBAP 
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Common Name Species Name Proximity to 
Brown's Copse Conservation Status 

White Admiral Limenitis camilla Within 1km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Purple Emperor Apatura iris Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Large Tortoiseshell Nymphalis polychloros Within 1km RLGB.RE 

Marsh Fritillary Euphydryas aurinia Within 2km 
HSD2p, RLGB.VU, Sect.41, 

UKBAP, WCA5/9.1k/I, 
WCA5/9.1t, WCA5/9.4c 

Duke of Burgundy Hamearis lucina Within 1km RLGB.EN, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Brown Hairstreak Thecla betulae Within 1km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album Within 2km RLGB.EN, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Small Blue Cupido minimus Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT), Sect.41, 
UKBAP 

Adonis Blue Polyommatus bellargus Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Chalk Hill Blue Polyommatus coridon Within 1km RLGB.Lr(NT) 

Moths    

Ghost Moth Hepialus humuli Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Ghost Moth Hepialus humuli Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Dotted Ermel Ethmia dodecea Within 2km Nb 

Spindle Knot-horn Nephopterix angustella Within 2km Nb 

Large Clouded Knot-horn Homoeosoma nebulella Within 2km Nb 

Oak Hook-tip Watsonalla binaria Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Pale Eggar Trichiura crataegi Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Blood-vein Timandra comae Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Shaded Broad-bar Scotopteryx chenopodiata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet Xanthorhoe ferrugata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Galium Carpet Epirrhoe galiata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Small Phoenix Ecliptopera silaceata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Drab Looper Minoa murinata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Argent & Sable Rheumaptera hastata hastata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Pretty Chalk Carpet Melanthia procellata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Streak Chesias legatella Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Barred Tooth-striped Trichopteryx polycommata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Latticed Heath Chiasmia clathrata Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

August Thorn Ennomos quercinaria Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Dusky Thorn Ennomos fuscantaria Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Brindled Beauty Lycia hirtaria Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Small Emerald Hemistola chrysoprasaria Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Buff Ermine Spilosoma lutea Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

White Ermine Spilosoma lubricipeda Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Garden Tiger Arctia caja Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae Within 1km Sect.41, UKBAP 
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Common Name Species Name Proximity to 
Brown's Copse Conservation Status 

Clay Fan-foot Paracolax tristalis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Figure of Eight Diloba caeruleocephala Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Grey Dagger Acronicta psi Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Mouse Moth Amphipyra tragopoginis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Sprawler Asteroscopus sphinx Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Green-brindled Crescent Allophyes oxyacanthae Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Mottled Rustic Caradrina morpheus Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Rustic Hoplodrina blanda Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Rosy Rustic Hydraecia micacea Within 1km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Ear Moth Amphipoea oculea Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Large Wainscot Rhizedra lutosa Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Brighton Wainscot Oria musculosa Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Dusky Brocade Apamea remissa Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Rosy Minor Litoligia literosa Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Sallow Cirrhia icteritia Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Beaded Chestnut Agrochola lychnidis Within 1km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Brown-spot Pinion Agrochola litura Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Centre-barred Sallow Atethmia centrago Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Minor Shoulder-knot Brachylomia viminalis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Deep-brown Dart Aporophyla lutulenta Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Powdered Quaker Orthosia gracilis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Hedge Rustic Tholera cespitis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Feathered Gothic Tholera decimalis Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Dot Moth Melanchra persicariae Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Broom Moth Ceramica pisi Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Pale Shining Brown Polia bombycina Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Shoulder-striped Wainscot Leucania comma Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Garden Dart Euxoa nigricans Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Small Square-spot Diarsia rubi Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Lunar Yellow Underwing Noctua orbona Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Neglected Rustic Xestia castanea Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Autumnal Rustic Eugnorisma glareosa Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP 

True flies (Diptera)    

Hornet Robberfly Asilus crabroniformis Within 2km N, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Amphibians    

Common Toad Bufo bufo Within 1km Sect.41, UKBAP 

Common Frog Rana temporaria Within 1km HSD5 

Reptiles    
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Common Name Species Name Proximity to 
Brown's Copse Conservation Status 

Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara Within 1km Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.1k/I 

Slow-worm Anguis fragilis Within 1km Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.1k/I 

Grass Snake Natrix helvetica Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.1k/I 

Adder Vipera berus Within 2km Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.1k/I 

Birds    

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix Within 2km BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Red Kite Milvus milvus Within 1km BD1, WCA1i 

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Within 2km BD1, BRed, Sect.41, 
WCA1i 

Merlin Falco columbarius Within 2km BD1, BRed, WCA1i 

Peregrine Falco peregrinus Within 2km BD1, WCA1i 

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola Within 2km BRed 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Within 2km BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Barn Owl Tyto alba Within 1km WCA1i 

Woodlark Lullula arborea Within 2km BD1, Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA1i 

Skylark Alauda arvensis Within 1km BRed, Sect.41 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Within 1km BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Within 2km BRed 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Within 2km BRed, WCA1i 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Within 2km BRed 

Redwing Turdus iliacus Within 2km BRed, WCA1i 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Within 2km BRed 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Within 2km BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla Within 1km WCA1i 

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris Within 2km BRed 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris Within 2km BRed 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Within Brown's 
Copse BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret Within 2km BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Linnet Linaria cannabina Within 1km BRed 

Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Within 2km WCA1i 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Within 1km BRed, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra Within 2km BRed 

Mammals    

West European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus Within 1km RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP 

Western Barbastelle Barbastella barbastellus Within 500m 

County, HabRegs2, 
HSD2p, HSD4, RLGB.VU, 

Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.4c 
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Common Name Species Name Proximity to 
Brown's Copse Conservation Status 

Serotine Eptesicus serotinus Within 500m County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 
RLGB.VU, WCA5/9.4c 

Bechstein's Bat Myotis bechsteinii Within 2km 
County, HabRegs2, 

HSD2p, HSD4, Sect.41, 
UKBAP, WCA5/9.4c 

Whiskered Bat Myotis mystacinus Within 500m County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 
RLGB.DD, WCA5/9.4c 

Natterer's Bat Myotis nattereri Within 500m County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 
WCA5/9.4c 

Nyctalus Bat species Nyctalus Within 2km 
County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 

RLGB.Lr(NT), Sect.41, 
UKBAP, WCA5/9.4c 

Noctule Bat Nyctalus noctula Within 500m 
County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 

Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.4c 

Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus Within 500m County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 
WCA5/9.4c 

Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus Within 2km 
County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 

Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.4c 

Long-eared Bat species Plecotus Within 500m 
County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 
RLGB.EN, Sect.41, UKBAP, 

WCA5/9.4c 

Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus Within 1km 
County, HabRegs2, HSD4, 

Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.4c 

Eurasian Badger Meles meles Within 500m PBA 

Polecat Mustela putorius Within 2km HabRegs4, HSD5, Sect.41, 
UKBAP 

Harvest Mouse Micromys minutus Within 2km RLGB.Lr(NT), Sect.41, 
UKBAP 

Hazel Dormouse Muscardinus avellanarius Within 2km 
HabRegs2, HSD4, 

RLGB.VU, Sect.41, UKBAP, 
WCA5/9.4c 

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus Within 500m Sect.41, UKBAP 
 
Source: Records provided by WSBRC – October, 2020 
 
 
Table 3-2: Sites of Conservation Interest within 2km of Brown’s Copse 
 

Site  Status Grid Reference Habitat Type 
Bentley Wood (658.85 
ha) 

SSSI SU248294 A large complex ancient woodland 
with substantial mix of replanted 
tree species during the post-war 
period. Particularly noted for 
moths and woodland butterflies.   

Porton Down (1558.6 ha) SPA, SAC, SSSI SU233369 Chalk grassland, with small 
percentage of scrub, deciduous 
woodland and conifer woodland 

Ashley’s Copse (34.89 
ha) 

Local Wildlife Site SU257345 A large ancient broadleaved 
woodland site on a hilltop 
adjoining Howe Copse in the 
South 

Howe Copse (21.51 ha) Local Wildlife Site SU255340 A large ancient broadleaved 
woodland site on a hilltop 
adjoining Ashley’s Copse in the 
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Site  Status Grid Reference Habitat Type 
North 

Franklin's and Fiddler's 
Row (17.96 ha) 

Local Wildlife Site SU252335 Ancient broadleaved woodland of 
Oak over Hazel and Bluebell 

Noad's Copse (14.95 ha) Local Wildlife Site SU256332 A small area of ancient semi-
natural broadleaved woodland 
containing a small ancient 
meadow and an area of wood-
pasture. 

The Yews (2.42 ha) Local Wildlife Site SU260341 Hazel and ash woodland with 
frequent yew on county border. 

Hound Wood (156.41 ha) Local Wildlife Site SU230305 A large commercial forestry 
woodland with broadleaved and 
conifer plantings on an ancient 
site. 

Chickard Wood (3.83 ha) Local Wildlife Site SU243310 Two small areas of ancient semi-
natural broadleaved woodland, the 
surviving remnants of a larger 
coppice wood. 

Pitton Down (4.85 ha) Local Wildlife Site SU227326 Chalk downland with dense scrub 
to the SW of the site. 

Middle Winterslow 
Meadow (0.57 ha) 

Local Wildlife Site SU240332 A small meadow with species rich 
chalk grassland lying behind 
houses, 

Pitton Downs Northern 
Field (2.71 ha) 

Local Wildlife Site SU222322 Chalk downland with dense scrub 
to the SW of the site. 

Mottisfont Bats SAC 
(196.22 ha) – Bat 
Consultation Zone ( 

SAC SU322297 The SAC comprises a mix of 
woodland types extending to an 
area of almost 200 hectares on 
the western side of the Test 
Valley, near Mottisfont. Habitat 
used for roosting, commuting and 
feeding of population of rare 
barbastelle bats. 

Source: Records provided by WSBRC – October, 2020 
 

3.6 Archaeological/Cultural Heritage Features 

No Scheduled Ancient Monuments or un-scheduled historic features are recorded in the wood.  
Lidar images were consulted to see if any features that could be hidden under the woodland canopy 
stood out and checked during the walk-over field survey.  An earth bank (Photo 26) was noted 
between sub-compartments 1a & b which seems to follow the original boundary of the wood as 
demarcated on historic maps as well as several shallow pits (11 & 20).  The origin of these pits is 
unknown but it is possible they may be old remnants of chalk pits, charcoal pits or the remains of 
root bowls from trees that may have been windblown in times gone past. The two main footpaths 
and possibly a subsidiary path which runs toward the field (although this was not obvious on the 
ground during the autumn visit) also show up on the Lidar Images below. A concrete cover that 
was found in the north-east corner is likely associated the sewer pipe that runs under the wood. 
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Lidar DTM & DSM Images (Environment Agency Open Source data) 
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3.7 Recreational activity 

Brown’s Copse has clearly been used by the local community for many years and the copse was 
registered as a Village Green in 2015 following an Inquiry that heard evidence that the copse had 
been used for informal recreational activity for at least 20 years.  Evidence presented at the 
Inquiry3 set out the activities which were being undertaken in Brown’s Copse, including: 

• Enjoying wildlife especially bluebells, anemones and celandines in the spring 
• Dog walking/training 
• Walking (family & solo) 
• Transit route  
• Play & den building 
• Berry picking along the edge of the wood 
• Bike riding 
• Collecting fuel wood 

 
Several individuals cited using the copse as a transit route between village infrastructure such as 
the school, pub, doctor’s surgery, village hall and village shop. 
 
Site visits conducted in July & October, 2020 noted that two informal paths run through the 
woodland linking to the public footpath (Figure 7, Photos 13,14 & 16).  The most well-used path 
provides a short-cut through the woods cutting out the corner of the public right of way, linking 
Highfield Crescent with the Community Centre, while the other passes down through the wood past 
the character beech tree to link into the east-west path. During the field-visits the east-west path 
was observed being used by the occasional dog-walker, an outing from the pre-school and a few 
school children on their way home from school.  

During the October field visit a number of features associated with informal recreational activity 
were noted and logged. Litter was scattered throughout the wood and primarily comprised plastic 
and glass drinks bottles, cans, remnants of crisp packets and plastic shopping bags which were no 
doubt originally used to transport some of the bottle and cans.  Areas of densest litter seemed to be 
associated with two or three old den sites and “camps” where old wooden pallets, a mattress, 
billycan and roofing materials could in places be observed.  Remnants of an old bike track and jump 
were also evident and parts of a very old vehicle (tyres, wheel hubs, window seals, exhaust, car 
mats, seat cushions) were found scattered through the wood.  The bulk of the litter appears to be 
around 20 years old or more as evidenced by the design pattern of the discarded Tesco carrier bags 
which were in circulation around 2000 and an old wallet was also found which also contained 
loyalty cards with expiry date of 2000. Old graffiti could be seen carved into the largest beech trees 
in the wood and more recent graffiti was painted onto the character beech tree.  Vandalised 
dormouse monitoring tubes are also scattered on the ground throughout the wood. 

Often the use of woods by children or teenagers is cyclical according to which groups or gangs are 
around at the time and enjoy hanging out in the woods. There appears to be little evidence of 
recent litter or activity with the exception of localised activity around the character beech tree such 

																																																								
3	Application	(Ref:2012/5)	by	Winterslow	opposed	to	over	development	(Wood)	under	Section	15	of	the	Commons	Act	2006	to	
register	land	known	as	the	Common/	Browns	Copse	Field/	Bluebell	Wood/Village	Hall	Field/The	Field,	Winterslow	as	a	Town	or	
Village	Green	
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as rope swings and the wild-play dens constructed from fallen branches. (Photos 9,10,11,15,25) 

3.8 Threats to woodland condition 

Presence of Invasive Non-natives 

There is a localised presence of non-native invasives along the northern perimeter, notably 
Cotoneaster, associated with the dumping of garden waste. A garden waste heap has been 
established and is being regularly used (photo 15) which significantly risks introducing further non-
natives into the wood.   

Levels of Natural Regeneration 

Natural regeneration is often an important source of tree recruitment in a wood and helps to 
diversify the species and age structure thus making and wood more resilient to environmental 
threats.  

Few signs of seedling and young sapling regeneration were noted during site visits. Evidence of 
deer browse was noted and during the July site visit, Roe deer were observed transiting through in 
the wood from fields on the west to the field on the east and signs of animal tracks leading out into 
the field on the eastern side were evident.  A number of old rabbit warrens were recorded during 
the October visit although most appeared to be inactive and there was little fresh activity in any of 
them.  Grey squirrels are also active throughout the woodland and they have a tendency to target 
and damage beech. 

Levels of Deadwood 

Fallen and standing deadwood is ecologically very valuable within a woodland and is often a feature 
of ancient woodland.  Deadwood provides a habitat and food resource for thousands of species of 
animals, plants, bryophytes, lichen, fungi and enormous numbers of microbes. Deadwood can 
include stumps, heart wood, branches, twigs, or bark on the ground or in the canopy of living trees 
or stag-headed trees, or roots. Standing dead or dying trees and large pieces of fallen deadwood 
(>50cm diameter) are particularly valuable.  Furthermore, each type of dead wood provides a 
specific micro-habitat and these micro-habitats can be grouped into further types depending on 
whether the deadwood is wet and rotting or dry.  As the physical nature of deadwood changes 
through time due to processes of decay, different assemblages of organisms use a piece of 
deadwood at different stages of decay. Deadwood is therefore a diverse and dynamic habitat and 
different organisms require different kinds of deadwood spread through space and time.    

The deadwood resource within Brown’s Copse is relatively limited.  There is the occasional collapsed 
mature hazel bough and build-up of small diameter deadwood and branches around diseased ash.  
Evidence presented at the Inquiry into the registration of Brown’s Copse as a Village Green cited 
instances of local villagers collecting firewood from the wood. If this is still happening it could also 
account for the lack of fallen deadwood. No doubt deadwood will build up significantly over the next 
decade due to the impact of ash dieback as described below.  

Disease 

Nearly all the ash in the woodland is showing signs of Ash Dieback (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) with 
evidence of crown dieback, branch/twig drop and lesions. Ash Dieback, sometimes referred to as 
Chalara, is rapidly spreading throughout the UK and is ravishing ash trees. Ash dieback is a fungal 
disease affecting the common ash tree (Fraxinus excelsior) and other Fraxinus species. It is caused 
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by a fungus called Hymenoscyphus fraxineus (formerly known as Chalara fraxinea) which is native 
to eastern Asia. The disease is now widespread in Europe, where it has been observed damaging 
ash trees since the 1990s. It was first observed in the UK in 2012, although subsequent research 
found sites where it has been present since at least 2005. Ash is the dominant tree species in 
Brown’s Copse and significant mortality is likely to occur over the next 5 to 10 years which will no 
doubt have a key impact upon the woodland with tree collapse and changing light levels. As the 
wood is a Village Green tree safety could become a significant issue close to informal footpaths and 
property boundaries. 

Soil Erosion  
 
Soil erosion and bare ground is largely confined to the unsurfaced, informal paths which can 
become muddy during the winter. Paths are around 2m in width. There is no evidence of rutting or 
damage to the soil structure from past woodland management operations. An informal bike track 
has damaged the soil surface and caused compaction and erosion in the past but this is gradually 
re-vegetating. Compacted bare ground is evident around the character beech tree which has clearly 
been a focal point for rope swings and play for many years. Bare ground associated with paths and 
honey-pots areas accounts for <1% of the area of wood 
 
Human impacts/Litter & waste 

Figure 8 shows the location of human impact features recorded in the wood. Littering is evident 
throughout the wood and the density of non-biodegradable litter (drinks cans and plastic bottles) 
appears to have been building up over many years.  Although unsightly, the nature of the litter is 
unlikely to be significantly impacting the ecological interest of the wood. There is also past evidence 
of more intrusive activities such as the creation of a small cycle track and jumps and old “camps” 
complete with roofing, mattresses and billy cans but these appear to date from a number of years 
ago and there is no recent evidence of similar activity other than a few children’s dens made out of 
natural materials collected from the wood. 

However, the fly tipping of garden waste on the northern boundary is introducing non-native 
exotics into the wood. Notably, a localised patch of cotoneaster is becoming established close to a 
large pile of garden waste which appears to be a regular dumping spot. The presence of this 
garden waste in this locality was also noted in a survey report in 2015 
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4. Legislation & Policy Protecting Ancient Woodlands 

In terms of the planning system, ancient woodland and woodland in general along with species 
these habitats support is protected through various key pieces of legislation, policy and advisory 
notes as detailed below. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017�  

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017�transposes the EU Habitats Directive 
(Council Directive 92/43/EEC) into domestic law. The Regulations provide protection for several of 
species associated with Browns Copse notably all species of bat. Dormice and Great Crested Newts 
are also protected by the legislation but no evidence either species has been found to date within 
the wood  

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (and amendments) 

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (and amendments) protects key species listed under 
Schedules 1, 5 & 8 of the Act. Species of relevance to Brown’s Copse include:  
 

• All species of bat - It is an offence to intentionally or recklessly disturb any bat whilst it is 
occupying a roost or to intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a bat roost  

 
• All species of British reptiles including grass snake, common lizard, adder and slow-worm 

(Anguis fragilis)). It is illegal to kill or injure these species 
 

• Great crested newt - It is illegal to obstruct access to any structure or place which great 
crested newts use for shelter or protection or to disturb any great crested newt while it is 
using such a place.  

 
The Act also makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird or to take, damage 
or destroy their eggs and nests (whilst in use or being built). In addition, it is an offence to disturb 
any nesting bird listed on Schedule 1 or their young. Various woodland birds associated with 
woodland are included on schedule 1 including Brambling, Honey Buzzard, Fieldfare, Firecrest, 
Goshawk, Harriers (all species), Hobby, Red kite, Merlin, Barn Owl, Peregrine, Black redstart, 
Redwing, Serin, Red-backed shrike, Bearded tit and Crested Tit. It is unlikely any other these 
species are breeding in Brown’s Copse but several species may use the wood and surrounding 
scrub for foraging and hunting. 

Schedule 9 of the Act lists those species for which it is an offence to plant or cause their spread. 
Five varieties of cotoneaster are listed which is of potential relevance to the pile of garden waste at 
the north side of the wood. 

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 makes it an offence to wilfully take, injure or kill a badger 
(Meles meles); cruelly mistreat a badger; interfere with badger setts, sell or possess a live badger; 
mark or ring a badger. A licence is required for works affecting badgers and their setts. 

 � 
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The Wiltshire Core Strategy 

Core Policy 50 (Biodiversity and geodiversity) of the Wiltshire Core Strategy (Adopted January, 
2015) provides the following statements:  

• Sustainable development also provides opportunities to enhance the natural environment for 
wildlife and Wiltshire’s communities, particularly through landscaping, public open space, 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems and features of the built environment e.g. bird and bat 
boxes. Such measures should contribute to delivery of relevant Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) and River Basin/Catchment Management Plan objectives, but also be tailored to local 
landscape character (see Core Policy 51). Development may also open up opportunities to 
bring degraded or neglected features back into favourable condition through sensitive 
management to encourage wildlife; such restoration will be particularly valuable where it 
contributes towards Nature Improvement Areas or other landscape scale projects identified 
by the Local Nature Partnership or objectives in relevant River Basin / Catchment 
Management Plans. Additional guidance will be produced to aid the design and incorporation 
of suitable ecological enhancement measures to demonstrate compliance with Core Policy 
50, which should be proportionate to the scale of development.  
 

• Development proposals must demonstrate how they protect features of nature conservation 
and geological value as part of the design rationale. There is an expectation that such 
features shall be retained, buffered, and managed favourably in order to maintain their 
ecological value, connectivity and functionality in the long-term. Where it has been 
demonstrated that such features cannot be retained, removal or damage shall only be 
acceptable in circumstances where 
the anticipated ecological impacts have been mitigated as far as possible and appropriate 
compensatory measures can be secured to ensure no net loss of the local biodiversity 
resource, and secure the integrity of local ecological networks and provision of ecosystem 
services.  

 
• All development proposals shall incorporate appropriate measures to avoid and reduce 

disturbance of sensitive wildlife species and habitats throughout the lifetime of the 
development.  

 
• All development should seek opportunities to enhance biodiversity. Major development in 

particular must include measures to deliver biodiversity gains through opportunities to 
restore, enhance and create valuable habitats, ecological networks and ecosystem services. 
Such enhancement measures will contribute to the objectives and targets of the Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) or River Basin/ Catchment Management Plan, particularly through 
landscape scale projects, and be relevant to the local landscape character.  

 
• Sustainable development will avoid direct and indirect impacts upon local sites through 

sensitive site location and layout, and by maintaining sufficient buffers and ecological 
connectivity with the wider environment. Damage or disturbance to local sites will generally 
be unacceptable, other than in exceptional circumstances where it has been demonstrated 
that such impacts:  

 
i. cannot reasonably be avoided  
ii. are reduced as far as possible  
iii. are outweighed by other planning considerations in the public interest  
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iv. where appropriate compensation measures can be secured through planning 
obligations or agreements.  
 

Development proposals affecting local sites must make a reasonable contribution to their 
favourable management in the long-term.  

 
Standing Advice On Ancient Woodland 
 
Standing Guidance on Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees (13 October, 2014, 
updated 5 Nov, 2018) by the Forestry Commission and Natural England sets out “material planning 
considerations” to protect ancient woodland from the effects of development.  It recommends such 
advice is taken into account by planning authorities when making decision on planning applications.  
However, the standing advice also provides a useful basis and framework to ensure that 
appropriate and well-designed mitigation and/or enhancement is incorporated into the design 
concept at an early stage. 
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5 Principles to factor into the Design Concept to minimise impact on 
Brown’s Copse 

5.1 Outline of Impacts 

In order to protect to Brown’s Copse from the impact of development it is recommended to 
incorporate key measures into the design concept from the outset. To understand the types of 
impact that might be encountered from residential development in the field adjacent to the 
woodland Table 5-1 summarises the result of an initial screen. 

Table 5-1: Initial Screen of Potential Impacts on Brown’s Copse 

Direct	Impacts	 Impact	 Mitigation	Required	
Loss	or	destruction	of	all	or	
part	of	the	woodland	

No	–	any	development	will	
be	confined	to	the	arable	
field	to	the	east	and	north	
of	the	woodland	

No	

Damage	to	roots	and	
understorey	

No	–	any	development	will	
be	confined	to	the	arable	
field	to	the	east	and	north	
of	the	woodland	

No	

Damage	of	compaction	of	
soil	around	the	tree	roots	

No	–	any	development	will	
be	confined	to	the	arable	
field	to	the	east	and	north	
of	the	woodland	

No	

Pollution	to	ground	around	
the	tree	roots	

No	–	any	development	will	
be	confined	to	the	arable	
field	to	the	east	and	north	
of	the	woodland	

No	

Changes	to	the	water	table	
or	drainage	of	woodland	or	
individual	trees	

No	–	any	development	will	
be	confined	to	the	arable	
field	to	the	east	and	north	
of	the	woodland	

No	

Damaging	archaeological	
features	or	heritage	assets	

No	–	any	development	will	
be	confined	to	the	arable	
field	to	the	east	and	north	
of	the	woodland	

No	

Indirect	Impact	 	 	
Breaking	up	or	destroying	
connections	between	
woodlands	and	ancient	
trees	

No	 No	significant	loss	of	
woodland	or	hedgerows	
from	the	development	
footprint.	Scope	to	improve	
hedgerow	links	and	plant	
small	additional	areas	of	
woodland	within	the	
development	footprint.	
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Reducing	the	amount	of	
semi-natural	habitats	next	
to	ancient	woodland	

Yes	–	loss	of	arable	habitat	
(currently	species	poor	
improved	grassland	and	
semi-natural	grassland)	
adjacent	to	Brown’s	Copse.	

Potential	for	mitigation	
through	improving	habitat	
quality	and	connectivity	
around	and	through	the	
site.	

Increasing	amount	of	
pollution,	including	dust	

No		 Any	pollution	risks	during	
the	construction	phases	
would	be	minimal	and	
reduced	through	good	
adherence	to	construction	
codes	of	practise.	

Increasing	disturbance	to	
wildlife	from	additional	
traffic	and	visitors	

Possible		 Brown’s	Copse	is	already	
registered	as	a	Village	Green	
and	is	used	by	the	local	
community	for	informal	
recreation.	Scope	exists	
through	good	mitigation	to	
enhance	the	condition	of	
the	woodland	and	off-set	
some	of	the	existing	
pressures	that	the	
woodland	is	experiencing.	

Increasing	light	or	air	
pollution	

Possible	along	the	northern	
and	eastern	edges	of	the	
woodland.	

Lighting	design	and	
appropriate	design	of	the	
habitat	buffer	could	
minimise	the	impact.	

Increasing	damaging	
activities	like	fly-tipping	and	
impact	of	domestic	pets	

Possible	 Brown’s	Copse	is	already	
registered	as	a	Village	Green	
and	is	used	by	the	local	
community	for	informal	
recreation.	Light	
littering/fly-tipping	
spanning	many	years	is	
evident	in	the	wood	but	
scope	exists	through	good	
mitigation	to	off-set	some	
of	the	existing	pressures	
that	the	woodland	is	
currently	experiencing.	
Development	of	a	buffer	
strip	would	add	a	degree	of	
protection	from	cats	and	
most	bird	species	in	the	
woodland	are	not	ground	
nesting.	
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Changing	the	landscape	
character	of	the	area	

Yes	 Development	would	change	
the	landscape	setting	of	
Browns	Copse	on	its	
northern	and	eastern	
perimeters	from	an	isolated	
woodland	surrounded	by	
arable	land	bringing	the	
boundary	of	residential	
development	closer	to	the	
edge	of	the	woodland.	

	
	
5.2 Design measures to mitigate impacts  

The Standing Guidance on Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran trees recommends a 
number of measures that can be considered to minimise impacts.  Much of the advice is relevant to 
Brown’s Copse and could be incorporated into the design concept plan as set out below and 
illustrated in Figure 9.  

Protective Buffer Zone 

A buffer zone should be established around the northern and eastern perimeters of Brown’s Copse 
to separate the boundaries of the residential properties from the wood.  As an absolute minimum, 
the buffer zone should be at least 15 metres wide but preferably wider where space allows. The 
buffer zone should be designed to grade into the existing woodland edge with the use of native 
shrub species of which a component should be thorny, (e.g. Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Dog Rose sp., 
Crab apple, Holly, Bramble) to discourage entry into the wood and include other native species 
characteristic of the area such as Hazel, Goat willow, Elder, Field maple, Crab apple, Dogwood and 
Guelder rose.  The natural shrub type around parts of the boundary of the wood is already similar 
in composition to this and it is likely a bramble layer will also develop naturally. 

The area that would form the buffer zone is currently categorised as a combination of semi-
improved grassland with patches of bramble and scattered shrub and an arable field that has been 
left uncultivated in recent years and is developing into a grassy sward comprising species common 
to arable set aside. It is recommended that the area to form the buffer strip should be left 
undisturbed during construction as the habitat is developing and transitioning towards a more 
diverse structure and species diversity.  

The buffer zone would also be important for preserving the woodland edge foraging lines used by 
bats as well as protecting the humidity within the body of the wood. Thus, careful consideration 
would need to be taken with regard to lighting especially along any pedestrian access routes that 
might transit through the buffer zone. It would be ideal to have as little artificial light as possible. 

Habitat connectivity & enhancement opportunities 

Brown’s Copse is currently quite isolated in the landscape in terms of woodland and hedgerow 
connectivity.  The most developed hedgerow runs along the edge of Middleton Road at the eastern 
side of the arable field but connectivity is lost at the northern end due to the presence of a brick 
retaining wall and there is a gap at the field entrance at the southern end next to the village hall.  
Connectivity between this hedge and Browns Copse is limited as the boundary hedge linking to 
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Browns Copse at its northern side, in front of Highfield Crescent linking into the public right of way 
from Middleton Rd is highly degraded and non-existent in places. Part of the former hedgerow is 
now being used a regular dumping ground for grass cuttings & garden waste. There are also long 
gaps in the undeveloped hedgerow at the southern end of the field along the boundary with the 
village hall and tennis courts.  

As well as expanding and improving the condition of hedges linking around the boundary of the site 
there is also scope, as part of landscaping and screening of the development to create buffers of 
trees, grassland & scrub between the hedgerows and the housing and even linking through the 
development itself depending upon space within the design layout.  To maximise ecological benefit 
any habitat creation should try and ensure that habitat links are as unbroken as possible. 

There are currently no permanent water or wetland features within or close to the woodland with 
the exception of a single pond 490m to the north-east of the site at Cooper’s Farm. There are no 
records of Great-crested newts within 2km of the proposed development site although the pond at 
Coopers Farm was considered to have potential to support Great-crested newts4. The design 
proposals may present opportunity to design water retention features into the development to 
manage the drainage through the site as the centre of the field forms a dry valley which is 
potentially a conduit for runoff in the winter.  If sympathetically designed, water retention features 
add scope to increase the habitat diversity and provide a niche for amphibians and other 
invertebrates. 

Improving the condition of the Brown’s Copse 

If Brown’s Copse is included within the “red-line” of the boundary of the development site this 
offers potential scope to have more control over the woodland in terms of woodland management 
and protection through agreements associated with the planning process.  The woodland would 
greatly benefit from: 

a) A clear-up of the scattered litter and waste from the entire woodland with an annual 
organised litter pick in the autumn/early winter thereafter. 
 

b) Removal of the garden waste from the northern edge of the wood with efforts to dissuade 
whoever is dumping the waste to cease that activity either though increasing community 
awareness of the risk of dumping garden waste or communicating directly with the 
perpetrator if known.  

 
c) Eradication of the clump of cotoneaster that has colonised the wood close to the garden 

waste. 
 

d) Continuing small scale, rotational coppicing of hazel to protect the structure of the wood and 
the bluebell interest. 

	
e) Monitoring the condition and safety of the ash with respect of Ash dieback and if necessary 

coppicing the ash within 25m of the public footpath and the two informal footpaths running 
through the wood (NB A felling licence from the Forestry Commission would be required). 

	
f) Allowing the deadwood resource to develop by leaving large pieces of fallen deadwood in 

situ.  If trees fall across the existing paths these should be cleared to prevent erosion from 

																																																								
4		
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pedestrians re-routing around the obstacle.  
	

g) Safeguarding a selection of the oldest standards e.g. the 3 beech trees shown on Figure 8 
and the few mature hollies and field maples which are scattered through the wood to 
develop into veterans. 

	
h) There is also potential to prepare a woodland management plan for approval by the Forestry 

Commission to formalise and license woodland management activities to benefit the wood 
and public safety. 

	
Relieving potential recreational pressure on the wood 
	
Middleton Road which links the northern and southern residential parts of the village and the Village 
Hall and Tennis Courts has no footpath and is quite dangerous for pedestrians. As a result, the 
surfaced public right of way around the perimeter of Brown’s Copse and the unsurfaced informal 
path (which becomes muddy in winter) which acts as shortcut through the wood, are currently the 
safest way to access the two ends of the village including the village school, shop, pub and village 
hall.  There is good scope to design more direct safe pedestrian/cycle routes through the 
development site which would potentially draw some of the transit pedestrians away from the wood 
and also provide a much easier route in the dark or during muddy conditions. 
 
The current level of usage by the community is currently unknown and it is likely numbers vary 
from year to year depending on seasonality and the make-up of the community. It can be assumed 
that a proportion of new residents in the development would be tempted to use Brown’s Copse for 
informal recreation or dog-walking. Provided people stick to the path network (which the majority 
currently appear to do) disturbance would be contained to a localised corridor (paths currently 
constitute < 1% of the woodland).  From the author’s experience of assessing doorstep community 
woodland over many years, new desire lines often develop where there are linear features to follow 
such as watercourses, vegetation boundaries or fence lines, or obvious short-cuts linking 
established paths and topographic features are often attractive to mountain bikers. However, in 
Brown’s Copse none of these features exist and the most two obvious routes have already become 
established and been in evidence for many years.  A degree of human disturbance focused on the 
existing path network could help to deter deer which are currently limiting natural regeneration 
within the wood.  The fact that the field which they currently use to browse and lie-up would be 
developed may also relieve some of the browse pressure on natural regeneration.  It is not 
recommended to formalise or surface the path through Brown’s Copse both to avoid damage to the 
tree roots or to further encourage pedestrian access.   
 
The development footprint would include a playground (probably at its southern end adjacent to 
the Village Hall) which would hopefully act as a magnet for children, rather than the wood itself. As 
the wood at this end is scrubby and brambly access into the wood is not easy which should help to 
deter children venturing into the wood from the playground. 

There may be scope to set up an arrangement with the Parish Council/Landowner to engage a 
“community ranger” to monitor Brown’s Copse on a regular basis to help identify any issues and 
provide a channel for community engagement.  
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5.3 Summary of Potential Mitigation & Enhancement Measures 

Brown’s Copse is a small, attractive mature broad-leaved wood supporting a number of ancient 
woodland indicators and features of interest.  However, the condition of the wood is at greatest risk 
of decline, primarily from natural factors such as disease, browse and lack of natural regeneration. 
Continuing woodland management, particularly rotational coppicing of hazel and ash will be 
important to retain the bluebell interest. Human impacts are evident in the wood but these have 
built up over many years, are not significantly impacting the ecological condition of the wood and 
are easily remedied.  Although development adjacent to a wood often poses a risk of decline in this 
instance there is good scope to enhance the protection of the wood while at the same time 
providing benefits for the local community as part of the development process as summarised in 
Table 5-2.  

Table 5-2: Summary of mitigation & enhancement opportunities 

Measure Benefit Method to achieve 

Establishment of 15 to 50m 
buffer strip around 
perimeter of the wood 

Allow diversification of 
existing grassland habitat to 
continue. 

Increase the amount of 
scrub habitat which can be 
ecologically beneficial and at 
the same time provide a 
protective barrier to 
discourage people entering 
the wood. 

Preserve bat foraging routes 

Allow woodland expansion 
to continue. 

Through the design concept 

Restore existing hedgerows, 
establish new hedge lines 
and filling in hedgerow gaps 
around the entire boundary 
of the development site with 
a grass/scrub buffer strip 
between the development 
boundary and property 
lines. Plant native trees and 
shrubs as part of screening 
through the development 
where space allows. It 
would also be beneficial to 
link a wildlife corridor to the 
retention pond. 

Improve habitat connectivity 
and establish a wildlife 
corridors around and 
through the development 
site 

Through the design concept 
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Measure Benefit Method to achieve 

Establishing safe, pedestrian 
and cycling routes linking 
from the existing public 
footpath through to the 
public right of way adjacent 
to the Village Hall 

Relieve use of Brown’s 
Copse as a transit route. 

Design concept 

Clean up litter and waste 
from Brown’s Copse 

Remove build-up of 
unsightly, non-
biodegradable litter and 
waste including glass bottles 
which can act as traps for 
small mammals. 

Planning 
Agreements/Collaborating 
with the Parish Council 

Remove garden waste from 
the edge of the Brown’s 
Copse and treat the 
localised patch of non-
natives. 

Prevent spread of invasive 
non-natives 

Planning 
Agreements/Collaborating 
with the Parish Council 

Install a playground  Act as a focus point for play 
and meeting up with friends 
rather than using Brown’s 
Copse. 

Design Concept 

Developing a woodland 
management plan for 
Brown’s Copse 

Provide a mechanism to 
carry out woodland 
management operations to 
benefit the woodland 
ecology and public safety 
including coppicing, tree 
safety management (ash), 
safeguard future veteran 
trees, diversity woodland 
structure and protect the 
deadwood resource. 

Collaboration with the 
landowner 

Engage a “Community 
Ranger” for Brown’s Copse 

Establishes proactive 
monitoring of the wood and 
conduit for community 
engagement & 
communication  

Planning agreements and in 
collaboration with the 
landowner/Parish Council 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
1. Browns Copse viewed from NE corner of development field  

	

2. Browns Copse viewed from SW corner of development field (field entrance) 
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Photo	3:	Character	beech	tree		

	

Photo	4:	Wayleave	through	secondary	woodland	on	southern	side	of	wood	
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Photo	5:	Woodland	edge	expansion	

	

Photo	6:	Hazel	&	Ash	Coppice	
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Photo	7:	Young	hazel	coppice	

	

Photo	8	–	Future	veteran	beech	
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Photo	9	-	Littering	around	a	recent	“den”	site	

	

Photo	10:	Old	bike	jump	&	track	 	
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Photo	11:	Old	wheel	barrow	in	a	pit	

	

Photo	12:	Remains	of	stump	from	a	previous	thinning	
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Photo	13:	Main	path	through	the	wood	

	

Photo	14:	Main	path	through	the	wood	
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Photo	15:	Garden	waste	dumped	on	northern	edge	of	wood	

	

Photo	16:	East	west	path	which	links	to	main	path		
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Photo	17:	Surfaced	public	footpath	around	perimeter	of	the	wood	

	

Photo	18:	Veteran	ash	coppice	stools	
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Photo	19:	Animal	track	leading	from	field	edge	

	

Photo	20:	Pit	

	

	



	

44	Corylus	Environmental	Ltd	–	November,	2020	
	

Photo	21:	Veteran	ash	coppice	stool	

	

Photo	22:	Degraded	hedge	line	along	front	of	Highfield	Crescent	
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Photo	23:	Degraded	hedge	line	along	NE	corner	of	development	field	in	front	of	properties	

	

Photo	24:	Degraded	hedgerow	along	N	edge	of	development	field	–	note	garden	waste	
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Photo	25	Play	dens	

	

	

Photo	26:	Earth	bank	
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Photo	27	Loss	of	habitat	connectivity	between	hedgerows	due	to	brick	wall	

	

	

	
	
	
	





	
Figure	2:	Historic	Map	Extracts	
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